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The cost of the Kassam rockets

A third of the students in Sderot suffer from post-trauma

Ilan Mitzik

       About one third of all Sderot’s students are suffering from post-traumatic symptoms as a result of the Kassam rocket attacks.  This state of affairs was revealed in a survey among the staff at the municipality’s education department, who also noted that these symptoms often resulted in learning disabilities among the students. 

    The professionals working in the city’s education system have recently perceived a significant increase in the number of students who requested to be tested to see if they are entitled to concessions in their studies.   This development created a new problem, because unlike last year, the Ministry of Education has still not allocated the budget designated for treating learning disabilities. 

   The education department of the Sderot municipality received a budget of 50 thousand shekels last year to cover the cost of tests to diagnose students with learning difficulties.   Thanks to last year’s budget allocation the parents only had to pay 200 shekels for their child’s diagnosis.   This year, on the other hand, because no budget has been allocated for this purpose the parents will have to pay 1,700 shekels, a consideration, which often forces them to forego the diagnosis.        

   “What once affected only a few people in the city has now become more common”, noted Miriam Sasi, the director of the education department in the Sderot municipality.    She then added, “Almost every home in the city has at least one child who needs a diagnosis and some homes have even more than one such child.    Some people force their way into my office, demanding to speak to me, without troubling to make an appointment.” 

